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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 41-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. The claims are replete with indefinite language too numerous to mention 
specifically, and should be revised carefully. For example only, regarding claims 41, 54 and 56, 
the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations 
following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). Regarding 
claims 41, 54 and 56, the phrase "or the like" renders the claim(s) indefinite because the claim(s) 
include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by "or the like"), thereby 
rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). The phrases "said 
interengagable formations" in claim 41, "the formations" and "the coiled elongate body" in 
claims 44-46, "the male projection" in claim 47, "each male projection" in claim 48, "the 
elongate body" in claim 50, "the male formations", "the female formations" and "the associated 
pair of male members" in claim 51, "said interengagable formations", "the male formations", 
"the female formations" and "the associated pair of male members" in claim 54 and "said 
interengagable formations" in claim 56 lack proper antecedent basis. In claim 41, the phrase "a 
pair of male members and a pair of female members" is confusion and indefinite because it is not 
clear whether this phrase is the same as "associated male and female co-operating members" in 
claim 41 . In claim 49, the phrase "each arm" appears to be a double recitation of claim 48. 
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The applicant is required to make corrections to the claims wherever appropriate in order to 
clarify same. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 41-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Stinnette 
(4,607,746) in view of Franz (2,577,120). Stinnette discloses a packaging device (10) for an 
elongate flexible medical device including a guide wire (22) comprising a flexible elongate body 
(12) having means for reception of the medical device and engagement means (14, 16) to allow 
interengagement of adjacent portions of the body when the body is wound in a coiled 
configuration to retain and support the body in the coiled configuration, the engagement means 
being integrally formed with the flexible elongate body and including complementary 
interengagable formations on the flexible elongate body. The complementary interengagable 
formations having associated male and female co-operating members (14, 16, 18, 20). Stinnette 
also discloses the other claims limitations except for the male member comprises a pair of spaced 
apart projections in lieu of a single projection and the female member comprises an associated 
pair of arms to define sockets in lieu of a single socket. 

Franz shows a structure assembled from substantially identically similar unit members (10, 20) 
with each unit comprising associated male and female co-operating members (21, 22) and the 
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male member having a pair of spaced apart projections (21) and the female members having an 
associated pair of arms (22) to define sockets for reception of the male members (Figure 1). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made in view of Franz to modify the packaging device of Stinnette so the male member 
comprises a pair of spaced apart projections instead of the single projection and the female 
member comprises an associated pair of arms to define sockets in lieu of a single socket for 
receiving the associated pair of male members for better securing the flexible elongate body 
together. 

As to claim 53, Stinnette further discloses the flexible elongate body may be made of any desired 
flexible, plastic material such as polyethylene. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the flexible elongate body 
of Stinnette so it is made formed a material as claimed since it has been held to be within the 
general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the 
intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Luan K. Bui whose telephone number is 571-272-4552. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on 571-272-4562. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3728 



